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(f) Any former prisoner of war who, 
while a prisoner of war, served honor-
ably in the active military, naval, or 
air service, whose last period of active 
military, naval, or air service termi-
nated honorably and who died on or 
after November 30, 1993. 

(1) The term ‘‘former prisoner of 
war’’ means a person who, while serv-
ing in the active military, naval, or air 
service, was forcibly detained or in-
terned in line of duty— 

(i) By an enemy government or its 
agents, or a hostile force, during a pe-
riod of war; or 

(ii) By a foreign government or its 
agents, or a hostile force, under cir-
cumstances which the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs finds to have been 
comparable to the circumstances under 
which persons have generally been 
forcibly detained or interned by enemy 
governments during periods of war. 

(2) The term ‘‘active military, naval, 
or air service’’ includes active duty, 
any period of active duty for training 
during which the individual concerned 
was disabled or died from a disease or 
injury incurred or aggravated in line of 
duty, and any period of inactive duty 
training during which the individual 
concerned was disabled or died from an 
injury incurred or aggravated in line of 
duty. 

(g) The spouse, widow or widower, 
minor child and, at the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Army, unmarried 
adult child of any of the persons listed 
above. 

(1) The term ‘‘spouse’’ refers to a 
widow or widower of an eligible mem-
ber, including the widow or widower of 
a member of the Armed Forces who 
was lost or buried at sea or officially 
determined to be permanently absent 
in a status of missing or missing in ac-
tion. A surviving spouse who has re-
married and whose remarriage is void, 
terminated by death, or dissolved by 
annulment or divorce by a court with 
basic authority to render such decrees 
regains eligibility for burial in Arling-
ton National Cemetery unless it is de-
termined that the decree of annulment 
or divorce was secured through fraud 
or collusion. 

(2) An unmarried adult child may be 
interred in the same grave in which the 
parent has been or will be interred, 

provided that child was incapable of 
self-support up to the time of death be-
cause of physical or mental condition. 
At the time of death of an adult child, 
a request for interment will be sub-
mitted to the Superintendent of Ar-
lington National Cemetery. The re-
quest must be accompanied by a nota-
rized statement from an individual who 
has direct knowledge as to the marital 
status, degree of dependency of the de-
ceased child, the name of that child’s 
parent, and the military service upon 
which the burial is being requested. A 
certificate of a physician who has at-
tended the decedent as to the nature 
and duration of the physical and/or 
mental disability must also accompany 
the request for interment. 

(h) Widows or widowers of service 
members who are interred in Arlington 
National Cemetery as part of a group 
burial may be interred in the same 
cemetery but not in the same grave. 

(i) The surviving spouse, minor child, 
and, at the discretion of the Secretary 
of the Army, unmarried adult child of 
any person already buried in Arlington. 

(j) The parents of a minor child or 
unmarried adult child whose remains, 
based on the eligibility of a parent, are 
already buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

[42 FR 25725, May 19, 1977, as amended at 59 
FR 60559, Nov. 25, 1994] 

§ 553.15a Persons eligible for 
inurnment of cremated remains in 
Columbarium in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

(a) Any member of the Armed Forces 
who dies on active duty. 

(b) Any former member of the Armed 
Forces who served on active duty 
(other than for training) and whose 
last service terminated honorably. 

(c) Any member of a Reserve compo-
nent of the Armed Forces, and any 
member of the Army National Guard or 
the Air National Guard, whose death 
occurs under honorable conditions 
while he is on active duty for training 
or performing full-time service; per-
forming authorized travel to or from 
that duty or service; or is on author-
ized inactive duty training including 
training performed as a member of the 
Army National Guard or the Air Na-
tional Guard. Also included are those 
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members whose deaths occur while hos-
pitalized or undergoing treatment at 
the expense of the United States for in-
jury or disease contracted or incurred 
under honorable conditions while on 
that duty or service or performing that 
travel or inactive duty training. 

(d) Any member of the Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps of the Army, 
Navy, or Air Force whose death occurs 
under honorable conditions while at-
tending an authorized training camp or 
on an authorized practice cruise, per-
forming authorized travel to or from 
that camp or cruise, or hospitalized or 
undergoing treatment at the expense of 
the United States for injury or disease 
contracted or incurred under honorable 
conditions while attending that camp 
or cruise, performing that travel, or 
undergoing that hospitalization or 
treatment at the expense of the United 
States. 

(e) Any former prisoner of war who, 
while a prisoner of war, served honor-
ably in the active military, naval, or 
air service, whose last period of active 
military, naval, or air service termi-
nated honorably and who died on or 
after November 30, 1993. 

(1) The term ‘‘former prisoner of 
war’’ means a person who, while serv-
ing in the active military, naval, or air 
service, was forcibly detained or in-
terned in line of duty— 

(i) By an enemy government or its 
agents, or a hostile force, during a pe-
riod of war; or 

(ii) By a foreign government or its 
agents, or a hostile force, under cir-
cumstances which the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs finds to have been 
comparable to the circumstances under 
which persons have generally been 
forcibly detained or interned by enemy 
governments during periods of war. 

(2) The term ‘‘active military, naval, 
or air service’’ includes active duty, 
any period of active duty for training 
during which the individual concerned 
was disabled or died from a disease or 
injury incurred or aggravated in line of 
duty, and any period of inactive duty 
training during which the individual 
concerned was disabled or died from an 
injury incurred or aggravated in line of 
duty. 

(f) Any citizen of the United States 
who, during any war in which the 

United States has been or may here-
after be engaged, served in the Armed 
Forces of any government allied with 
the United States during that war, 
whose last active service terminated 
honorably by death or otherwise, and 
who was a citizen of the United States 
at the time of entry on such service 
and at the time of death. 

(g) Commissioned officers, United 
States Coast and Geodetic Survey (now 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration) who die during or subse-
quent to the service specified in the 
following categories and whose last 
service terminated honorably: 

(1) Assignment to areas of immediate 
military hazard. 

(2) Served in the Philippine Islands 
on December 7, 1941. 

(3) Transferred to the Department of 
the Army or the Department of the 
Navy under certain statutes. 

(h) Any commissioned officer of the 
United States Public Health Service 
who served on full-time duty on or 
after July 29, 1945, if the service falls 
within the meaning of active duty for 
training as defined in 38 U.S.C. 101(22) 
or inactive duty training as defined in 
38 U.S.C. 101(23) and whose death re-
sulted from a disease or injury incurred 
or aggravated in line of duty. Also, any 
commissioned officer of the Regular or 
Reserve Corps of the Public Health 
Service who performed active service 
prior to July 29, 1945 in time of war; on 
detail for duty with the Armed Forces; 
or while the service was part of the 
military forces of the United States 
pursuant to Executive order of the 
President. 

(i) Spouses, minor children, and de-
pendent adult children of the persons 
listed above. 

(24 U.S.C. 281) 

[43 FR 35043, Aug. 8, 1978, as amended at 59 
FR 60559, Nov. 25, 1994; 60 FR 8305, Feb. 14, 
1995] 

§ 553.16 Persons eligible for burial in 
Soldiers’ Home National Cemetery. 

The Board of Commissioners of the 
US Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home will 
prescribe rules governing burial in the 
Soldiers’ Home National Cemetery. 
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